A 
Thankſgiving Sermon, 
PREACHED ar Sr. LUCIA, 
THE SUNDAY AFTER THE 
HH URIC A MMR 
IN OCTOBER, 1780, 


On Board his Majeſty's Ship VENGEANCE, 
Capt. HOLLOWAY; 
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AND BEFORE 


COMMODORE 3.0 THAN. 
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JJJCFC00b0.0T0T0T0b0T 4 7 
Late Chaplain of his Majeſty's Ships, Alcide and Egmont. 
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— Venti, velut agmine facto, 

Qua data porta ruunt, et terras turbine perflant, 
Incubuere mari, totumque a ſedibus imis 

Una Euruſque Notusque ruunt, creberque procellis 
Africus, et vaſtos volvunt ad littora fluctus! 
Inſequitur elamorque virüm, ſtridorque rudentum! | 
Eripiunt, ſubitò, nubes, coelumque diemque, 
Teucrorum ex oculis I ponto nox inoubat atra! 
Intenuere poli, et crebris micat ignibus æther! 
Præſentemque viris intentant omnia mortem! &c. 
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3 E PUBLIC.” 


HE following ſermon” . goes: to the 
_ preſs much againſt my inclination. 
Indeed” it hurts my feelings, as a man of 
education, that J am hurried by my friends 
into the public preſence, with a per- 1 
formance of fo little merit—of ſo old a date ul 
Hon a ſubject ſo trite—and at a time when M 
can but ill afford ſach an expence of cha- | | 
racter as it will coſt me among the learned, | 


the accurate, and the menen _ of 
my readers. ; | 


+ 4 


Butz as 1 Kaye not 1th ſmalleſt view of 
proit or 7 by it, as my only real tl 
| motives 1 


——————ß 
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* Lordſhips, as is neceſſary to convince the 


9 . 


AN APOLOGY 


1 


motives for printing it, are a regard for the 
advice of my friends, and for my own pri- 
vate character; I hope the Pc will par- 


don 1ts imperfections. 


I am lately informed, by the firſt naval 
authority, That my name is not to be 
* found on any of the {hip books belonging 
to his "Majeſty's {tip Vengeance :” and, 
therefore, that it is become a doubt, whether 
I had ever, as I have poſitively aſſerted, in 
my late memorial to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, "officiated as chaplain on board of 
that ſhip ? 


his very 1 piece of intelh- 
F not but aſtoniſh and pain me. 
mentioned it to ſome gentlemen of ſpirit 
aid diſcretion, and they inſiſt upon it, 
That the only ſatisfaction which I can give 
to their minds upon this point; and the 
4 moſt compendious, and etfectual method 
-<© which I can take to vindicate my veracity 
to their Lordſhips of the Admiralty, 15, 
to publiſn immediately this ſermon 
* and to preface it with as much, of the 
* narrative part of my memorial to their 


* world, that I aſſert nothing but 2500 
: an 


. f 
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« Re that I claim nothing: but what be- 
« hheve to be my richt, 4 5 


In my memorial to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, I have r eprefented, That in con- 
*« ſequence of an order which J obtained 


« from their Right Honourable Board, I 


« ſailed paſſenger with his Majeſty's "PP 
6 dee in the ſummer of 1780, to t 

071 oin my {hip the Alcide, at that time with 
&, = Eeeward- Iſland fleet, under Lord 
Rodney: that the Ramillies, in her way 
to Jamaica, landed me at Barbadoes, from 
* whence J went, in the Endymion, to St. 
Lucia: That on my arrival there, I was 


ce immediately ſent for from his Majeſty's 


40 ſhip. Vengeance, on board of which Com- 


modore Hotham had his pendant, and 
« had been left by lord Rodney, with the 


% command of the ſquadron in thoſe ſeas, 


„e till his Lordſhip's return from America, 
for which he had lately failed with the 
„grand diviſion of the fleet, among which 


© was my ſhip : That there being at that 


* time no chaplain belonging to the Ven- 


« geance, I acted in her, as ſuch, by parti- 


* cular defire (I could not otherwiſe) from 
* the Sunday preceding the hurricane of 
October, 1780, till the ſpring of 1781, 

or 
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er about fix months,” when the failed for | att 
© St. Euſtatia and England. du 
ib is what Bet aſſerted by me, on the 
table of the Right Honourable Board of to 
| Adwiratty, from whom J cannot doubt of dc 
receiving ſpeedy: juſtice, + It is what I now, EX 
ay public, aſſert, notwithſtanding the mn 
omiſſion of the purſer of the Vengeance, 5 
c 


and what I do not think, any perſon in 
London will afterwards, pretend, for their 
ſtrriſter purpoſes, to calł in queſtion : eſpe⸗ 
cially, when I Rere appeal, with a certainty 
of their aſſent, from my knowledge of their 
honor; to every! officer of the Vengeance 6 
(even purfer | and all) for the truth of my 
affertion. Let me extend this appeal to 
every one of thoſe brave men, under their 
command 'who heard me preach this ſer- 
mon, * vieh che moſt: ſerious attention. 


* — 5 * 7. „ 4 V. 
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id bebe E me embrace this ft op- 
portünity, which I have ever had in public, 
of thanking the-Commodore, the Captain, 
and every officer, and every private man, 
— Hohn God hath preſerved ahve unto this 
day, for all the perſonal civilities which ! 
ave feceived from them, and for that ſtrict 
= EOF IP Eire; HHH 2007 0 decofum, 


To THE PUBLIC. vu 


decorum, that manly gravity, and dutiful 
attention, with which they always behaved, 
during the whole of divine ſervice. 


I cannot think of them and allow myſelf 
to part with their idea, without bowing 
down before that throne where mercy ſits 
exalted, and praying, in the moſt fervent 
manner, to the Almighty, for the temporal, 
ſpiritual, and eternal welfare, of their per- 
ſons and families! Wherever they are, 
% May the God of all grace, who hath 
* called us unto eternal glory, by Jeſus 
« Chriſt, make, and keep them for ever, 
perfect in every good work, to do his 
© will, werking in them that which as 


© well pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus 
. Chriſt. 2 


Thankſgiving Sermon, 8c. 
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What fhall 1 render unto. the Lord for all his be- 
nefits. towards me I will offer unto him the 
ſacrifice of thankſeiving, and will call upon the 
name of the Lens 


EE it, c on the whole, in either the military 

or the moral part of it, and we cannot 

find upon record a character, merely human, 
more amiable and more exemplary than that of 
David. For, whether we mark his conduct as a 
man or as a monarch—as a patriot or politician— 
as a father—a huſband—a friend—or as a ſaint 
Or as a hero, we feel, with admiration, his ſtrik- 
ing excellence. Through every ſcene of life, 
through every viciſſitude of ſituation, from the 
day on which God * took him from the ſheep- 
* folds, from following the ewes great with 
young, and brought him to feed Jacob his 
people, and Iſrael his inheritance;“ and from 
that memorable period, till “ he died in a good 
B « old 
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© old age, full of days, riches: and honour,” 


there is a propriety and ſpirit, a piety, a virtue, 


and dignity in all his actions, which are worthy 
of © the man nn God's own heart.“ 


Did not e of neceſſity and mercy call to 
day for your ſpeedieſt attention, I tould proceed 
here, and with pleaſure delineate the whole life 
of David. But, as Your Bibles are at all times 
open, and thank God, “ in a known tongue” 
for your peruſal; permit me to refer you to chem 
at an hour of more leiſure, for their edifying and 
entertaining hiſtory of this royal ſoldier. Only 
allow me to beg of you when you read,: or re- 
fHect, or converſe on it, to feel, as men, for his 
frailties; as warriors, to imitate his valour; as 
ſubjects, his loyalty and Love of counTar; 
and, as perſons profeſſing godlineſs, to cultivate 
in your minds, and practiſe in your lives, thoſe 
juſt and rational, thoſe ſerious and exalted ſenti- 


ments of religion, which proved in David the 


ſource of a thouſand pleaſures, and inſpired him 
to a conduct which always hath been, and always 
will be nN os the „ e of God 
and —_ 05 


Of . many excellent leſſons which his life 
and ineſtimable writings afford us, there is one 
which, on this occaſion, ne our particular 
attention, It is, 


His 


8 r — „ 


is 


($53 
His great gratitude to God, after any ſignal 
deliverance from an impending judgment of 


Heavens! and for all Gone benefits towards him. 


After ag of that, I. Mall remind you of 
a few conſiderations, calculated to enkindle in 
our hearts a ſimilar, if poſſible, a ſuperior grati- 


tude to God, for the ſuperior mercies which he 


_ n end us. 


kt T ſhall evict all with an applicagial 
ſuited to our text, and to the occaſion of our be- 
ing once more aſſembled together * in the land 
« of the living, and in the place of hope,” 


Firſt, T am'to eis you of David's great 
gratitude to God, after any ſignal: deliverance 
fem the impending judgments of heaven, and 
* for all God's benefits towards him,” | 


This pious prince believed, what I preſume 
every man preſent does, that there is a God. A 
God who created, animates, - fills, and upholds 
the univerſe. A God of infinite wiſdom, omni. 


potent power, and unbounded goodneſs; ruling 


over all, through all, and in all ; without whoſe 
permiſſion or direction, nothing can happen “ in 
* the armies of heaven,” from the elements of 
nature, nor “ among the inhabitants of the earth.“ 
And therefore, when Providence held out 
* the terrors of the Lord” before him; when he 
law, as we did in the paſt week from this ſhip, 
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„ 
that © the judgments of the Almighty were come 
e abroad the earth,” David, as I pray God 
all of us may, © learned righteouſneſs.” He 
wiſely conſidered every tremendous evil, every 
diſtinguiſhed diſtreſs, every awful diſpenſation of 
heaven, ſuch as war, earthquakes, and hurri- 
' canes, as meſſengers ſent down from the omni- 
potent Governor of the world, and the divine 
Guardian of human happineſs, to ſpeak, as in 
thunder to his ſoul; to rouze up to action his 
. leeping virtues; to re-animate, from their lan- 
guor, his graces; or to correct, with a paternal 
ſeverity, ſome groſs national, or demeſtie, or 
perſonal Sus: - 


In conſequence of this religious, and indeed 
rational interpretation of Providences, we never 
find David repining, nor murmuring, raging nor 
blaſpheming, in even the moſt trying and tragic 
ſcenes of life: but, “ as one that is dumb, he 
c opened not his mouth,” for he knew © it was 
* the doing of the Lord ;” of that God © who 
is righteous in all his ways, and juſt in all his 
"oF Judgments.” He, therefore, as in duſt and 
& in aſhes,” humbled himſelf immediately be- 
fore the Almighty, and in the moſt ardent language 
of penitence and of prayer, deprecated the divine 
diſpleaſure, and prayed without ceaſing, *, with 
« all prayer and ſupplication,“ till he obmained 
« ſome token for good, that is, ſome reaſon- 
able evidence that his God was appeaſed. 


, : 1 This 


CL SI: 


This devotional conduct of David pleaſed 
God. By ſuch a conduct he became the fa- 
vourite of his Maker, the glory of his people, 
and the terror of his foes. It was by the uni- 
form practice of this ſingular piety; that he was 
delivered out of all the dangers and diſtreſſes of 
his life that he obtained a full and final de- 
liverance from all the eruel and long- continued 
perſecurions of Saul that he eſcaped from the 
vengeance of Achiſn that he became a great 
king that he was ce jnvincible in arms; that 
he obtained from God the removal of a very ter- 
ible peſtilence from his people that he was 
pardoned his connection with Bathſheba, and 
the death of Uriah—and it was by his faithful 
perſeverance in this religious conduct, that, pre- 
vious to his compoſition of the thankſgiving 
plalm now before us, the Almighty preſerved 
him, by the arm of his omnipotence, from being 
dethroned by his fon Abſalom, and ſlain by that 
han". rebel ys Nee FRANKLIN of Iſrael. 


Gratitude is a generous, pleaſis paſſion, and 
beats high in every good heart. When its ob- 
ject is merely human, the ſenſibilities which it 

inſpires are ſublime ; when its object is God, 

our hearts feel as if touched with a live coal from 
the altar of heaven. To what a height then of 
holy tranſport muſt this paſſion have been ele- 
vated, at the period we preach from, in 
the ſoul of David? A ſoul of ſuch a warm 


virtue 
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virtue — of ſuch a quick ſenſe of goodneſs—and 
o full of une animation! 


When he ſat dawn to 1 chis Gemma, 
facred ſong of praiſe; it would ſeem, indeed, as if 
he had been ſo overpowered by gratitude, after are- 
troſpective view of all God's goodneſs to him, as to 
be, for ſome time, at a loſs for language to expreſs 
his exquiſitely lively ſenſe of it. And even when 


(the high tide of his emotions ſubſiding a little) he 


attempts to pen down, or ſpeak aloud his grate- 
ful feelings, we think we ſee the royal hero, as if 


no ſublunary being could adequately aſſiſt, raiſing 
up his ſoul to God, and his v0 angels, that, 


from the contemplation of the-one, and the ex- 
ample of the other, he might be inſpired to ac- 


knowledge, as he wiſhed to do, the many mar- 


vellous mercies, and very ſignal deliverances, 


which he had received from heaven. 


3 What, faith he: ſhall I render unto the 
« Lord,” what language, what love, what honors, 
for all his benefits towards me? How precious 
<« have been thy thoughts, O God, unto me! 
« The ſum of them how exceeding, how in- 
e effably great! Give ear, O ye heavens, and 
« I will ſpeak ! And hear, O earth, while I "= 
x chaim the praiſes of my God. 


1 


8 


« From the earlieſt period of my being, My 
God hath been with me, and diſtinguiſhed 
me, in a very remarkable manner, by ten 


thouſand expreſſions of his loving — 
cc an 


A 


c 


oc 
c 


A 


N 


8 


« and: tender mercies. He ſpoke me from no- 
0 thing into exiſtence, and .curiouſly; wrought 
« me in the loweſt parts of the earth! The ever- 
« waking eye of his providence watched over 
my : ſubſtance, yet being imperfect! In his 
ef book all my members were written; and, in 
« his good time, he formed and faſhioned them, 


« by the hand of divine wiſdom. Soon as he 


ce brought me to the world, and preſented me 
< on the ſtage of time, I found myſelſ encireled 
ein the arms of a fond mother, and every thing 


4 provided for me, which could make this new 


« ſtate; of being prove pleaſing! Through all 
« the years of my helplefs infancy, through all 
« the years of my thoughtleſs childhood, the 
« ſame good God watched over, cared for, and 
« preſerved me from the numberleſs perils, and 
t the numberleſs evils ta which my inexperience 
« and folly expoſed me. Early in my youth I 
« was. very highly favored “ above my fellows, 
« in; matters of religious and eternal moment. 
My God not only bleſt me with parents, who 
taught me religion by precept, and endeared. 
e it to me by example; but he alſo ſent me his 
e prophets and his priefts to unfold to me all the 
cc PG and duiplay- all the wonders of his 


00 law. 


20 it was my God who formed me 3 n 
* Power, and inſpired me by his Spirit, for war. 
© It was my God, who led me up to the martial 
* field; who, always covered my head in the 

cr day 
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day of battle; who honored me with the field 


ce of his ſalvation; wa nn Gef, arms with 
cc < lavrels and glory. 1 
vo. oto: ANOUT « 3g 
zi eee . * Kain though 
ec rebellion, and very eften family and perſonal 
te diſtreſs, have threatened me with the ruin of 
my felicity, empire and fame, yet, at every 
4 ſuch criſis, hath God graciouſly: interpoſed, 
* and, no.], he hath: ſcattered from before me 
ac Amy enemies, and put an end to all my ad- 
cc verſities l In health and peace, in ſtability and 
tt triumph hath he ſeated me on my throne; 
tt that throne to which I have been exalted by 
<. his goodneſs, and on ell : reign,” — 
* b px ence! O, 
Apt per- | 755 nun 213: e 5 | 
What ſhall T render unto my ities for all 
te theſe his benefits towards me? An hecatomb 


cc of bullocks from my paſtures, or of he-goats 


ce out of my folds? But every beaſt of the foreſt 
ce is God's, and the cattle upon a thouſand 
cc hills: beſides, ſuch lifeleſs and irrational ob- 
ct lations are not what the Lord requires. Whoſo 
cc offereth praiſe glorifies God; and the man 
cc ho ordereth his converſation aright, preſents 


cc the moſt pleaſing ſacrifice to the moſt High. 1 


*© will therefore offer up the ſacrifice of thankſ- 
«© giving to my God; I will call upon the name of 
ce the Lord with my whole heart! a heart glowing, 
ce in all her powers, with a ſenſe of his infinite 


* goodneſs; a heart where my Saviour and my 


d | | | 0 (God, 


3 


| 4 God, hall, for ever, reign and dk unrivalled; 
| « where, henceforth, nothing carnal nor crimi- 
« nal ſhall. inhabit, and whence. nothing, 95 

« proceed but flames of devotion, ejaculations 
8 nen and hallelujas of . : 


1 


« In my ace od 8 1 have already 
« begun this ſweet and ſacred employ. In my 
a family, and among my ſelect friends, ce the 
« excellent ones of the earth, it is the ſubject 
« of my diſcourſe, and my delight. But, as 
e the manifold deliverances, which the Almighty 
« hath wrought for me, have been 28 public as 
te they are amazing; and as to public ordinances 
@ and temple ſervices, God hath promiſed his 
«© more immediate preſence and peculiar n 
* bleſſing, I will pay my vows unto the Lord, 
in the aſſembly of his people; I will this day 
go vp to his holy temple, and in the preſence 
of men and angels, honor him with my 
« loudeſt : praiſes ; ;., proclaiming , what, he hath 


done for his "APES even ales! his n 1 
0 Navid. 7 | wry: 15169 54:3] Jo 2nonan ; : 
11339 | 1 
This, ehen, is py. fetch of configs | #1 
gratitude to God. And is there a heart, in this | 
place, of any pious or generous principles, which 3 
not approve of David's conduct in this = #1 
| grateful reſolution? It cannot be; why, then let 1 


You and I go and do likewiſe.” And if | | 
greater mercies call for greater gratitude, whic 
1 they do, how ſhould we, this day, lift up 
35 a 2 our 


{ 1809 


our ſouls, and all that is within us, to cher unte 
our Saviour and our God, the ſacrifice of our 
gratitude, for all his benefits towards us?“ 
And, in a very particular manner, for his late 
miraculous ſalvation of us in this ſhip; a ſalva- 
tion from a death of horror here, and, Sirs, of 
many of us, perhaps, from eternal condemnation 
e \ 

That God's 3 to David was extraor- 
dinary, I have allowed, and have enlarged upon 
it. Bur give me leave to add, in the next place, 
that never could David, in any part of his life; 
vever, indeed, could any fovereign or ſubje& of 
the Jewiſh or the Gentile world, either before, 
during, or fince that period, boaſt ſuch a train, or 
quality'of mercies, as have been the gift of God 
to our King, to our country, and to us; mercies 
both civil and religious, temporal and ſpiritual, 
many of them clearly demonſtrative of the Al- 
mighty's peculiar regard for us: and ſuch mer- 
-cies as have long exalted our empire above “ the 
etc nations of the earth, and made it the envy, 
he: terror, and een of the yorld. And, 


Firſt. Bur, eo the mercies of God, to | 
his children of Britain, are to be the ſubject, 
where ſhall I firſs begin? They throng in thou- 4 t 
ſands on the eye of memory ! How - tranſporting 
the view! And the enumeration of them woul 
be inexpreſſibly pleaſing: But, „Who is ſuffi 
6 clent for theſe thidgs a Who can count the |, 
| _ drops 


) - 4 11 ) NS. : 
» drops. of che dew, or number the rain as it falls 
from. heaven ? ? The mercies of God to Britons, 
are not a theme for an hour on this deck, nor 
bor our whole time and capacities in this liſe; 
| but for an eternity in heaven: nor through eter- 
nity itſelf ſhall we be able to exhauſt it. Such 
an enumeration, therefore, I preſume nat to at- 
| tempt. Let me only beg the honor of your at- 
eention, while J ſelect and fer before you a few 
of the moſt ſtriking and fingular mercies we en- 
joy: that is, thoſe mercies which diſtinguiſn us 
. « from the kingdoms around us, as we are 


chriſtians, as we are proteſtants, and as we are 
free Britons. And 


CP 


Firſt, Of | the mercies by which, 28 Chriſtians, . if 
ve ſtand diſtinguiſhed from the Pagan, Maho- " 
metan, and Jew part of mankind. | i} 


An 5 ne Britiſh Chriſtian, DRE dawn 
upon. the Pagan world, as it lies, even at this 
moment, „in the ſhadow of death “ in the 
« blackneſs of darkneſs ;” while he is fitting 
under the full light of © the Sun of Righteouſ- 
© neſs,” with the road to virtue and to wiſdom, 
to happineſs and to heaven, pointed out clearly 
| before him by the hand of revelation; reminds 


* of the parable, in. which Abraham is repre- 

} ſented, as in heaven, looking down upon Dives 
in hell. To juſtify this compariſon, there is no 

occaſion, even if time permitted us, to lead you 

back to fagmer ages, Or. to carry yaw to diſtant 

2 empires, 
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empires, and entertain you with a long or learned 
hiſtory of the nature and origin, the progreſs 
and unbounded ſpread of idolatry. Our own 


age, and to the great reproach of ſome people, 
from whom better things might be expected, our 


dyn iſlands, in bit, and other parts of our domi- 
ons, afford us ten thouſand living proofs, that 
there is not a greater difference between their 


climate and colour of body and ours, between 


their llavery and our liberty, between right and 


Wrong, than there is, by God's diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs to us! between the horrors of their 


* and the divinity aur e faith. 


48 what an abyſs of ignorance, 5D 
God'! with © reſpe& to religion; are thoſe, our 


| Pitiable fellow-creatures immerſed ! How igno- 


rant of its very firſt principles ! How loſt to every 
idea of its light and ſalvation ! Totally unac- 
quainted with the nature and unity of the God- 

head, they believe in a plurality of deities, and 
Transfer the adoration, due only to the one great 
Supreme, to an innumerable crowd of idols and 


images, of things rational and irrational, animate 


* inanimate. 


- How Mocking i it is to che . to the heart f 
er Chriſtian benevolence—to ſee thoſe poor black 


men and women, falling down and worſhipping, 


the firſt tree to which they can run, in the hour 


of their danger or diſtreſs, and humbly and fer- 


ventliy ä for aid, that which is im- 
THGM® cc « potent 
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potent to ſave? praying for life to that which 
« js dead! and addreſſing idols, which can nei- 
« ther hear nor ſee, nor ſpeak, nor ſet a foot 
« forward!” 


But, alas ! they know not better; and very 


little better did even © the mighty dead of 


« them,” in the celebrated æras of Greece and 
Rome ; nay, my brethren, nor the greateſt and 


wiſeſt of our own anceſtors know. But thanks - 


be to Almighty God, through Jeſus Chriſt, it is 


otherwiſe, with you and me! In this jacred book 


before me, in this * unſpeakable 'gift” of God 
this dear, divine treaſure, of truth! of light! of 
life! and of love! hath that good God, who 
ec at ſundry times, and 1n divers manners, ſpake 
tin time paſt unto the fathers by the prophets, 
« ſpoken, in theſe laſt days, to every Briton, by 


© his Son, and by his apoſtles,” and by their 


ſucceſſors, in the miniſtry of God. 


From thean have we ove the moſt Waben 
and perfect, the moſt rational, endearing, and 
infallible teſtimony of God of his exiſtence and 
nature —of his attributes and perfections—of his 
creation and moral government of the world 
of his creation of man of the high ſtation which 


he aſſigned to him, in the grand ſyſtem of the 


univerſe—what is the end of his being and his 


ultimate deſtination. From them we have re- 


ceived the moſt authentic and inconteſtable ac- 


count of chat marvellous and heart-captivating 
* | 


(n | 
prodigy of divine love, the redemption of man- 


kind by Jeſus Chriſt! by God manifeſt in the 


fleſh! Enlightened by this heavenly teacher, the 
meaneſt ſubject of our empire can now clearly 
fee, what all the optics of philoſophy, in the 
zenith of its luſtre, could never difcern—what 
hath always and every where, “ confounded the 
* wiſdom of the wiſe” in the regions of Pa- 
ganiſin.— We now ſee clearly and convincingly, 
what mode of worſhip is maſt acceptable and 


pleaſing to the great © Father of the ſpirits of all 


de fleſn: - what an infinite atonement was found 
neceflary to juſtify the ungeodly; and when 


and bow, and by whom, and why, it was made. 


5 We now know that not only our ſouls are im- 
mortal, but that our bodies alfo ſhall be raiſed 
up again from death, and united with our fouls, 


- through all the periods of eternity. We are now 


certain that there 1s a ſtate of future rewards and 
puniſhments—an eternity of conſummate hap- 
-pinefs to the good, and an eternity of conſum- 
mate miſery and woe to the wicked, among vs. 


hat, mean time, to aſſiſt and to encourage us 


in practiſing the precepts, and performing the 
duties of Chriſtianity, our gracious God hath 


promiſed to our prayers, the aids and influences 


of his holy Spirit his miniſtering angels the 
falutary diſcipline of his providence—the preach- 


ing of his word - and the ſanctiſied * of all his 
holy . 


Could 
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Could we with the trumpet of that angel who 
ſhall awake the dead to judgment, call up So- 
crates and Cicero from the chambers of the 
grave, and put this Bible into their hands, in- 
forming them what a revelation it contained; 
with what a mixture of aſtoniſnment and rap- 
ture! with what an intenſe avidity and eager- 
neſs !' would they read, and ſtudy, and hang over 
it! till they were loſt in a wonder—a gratitude 
—and adoration, ſomething like that which we 
may ſuppoſe Enoch and Elias felt, when they 
were tranſlated from the darkneſs of earth to 
the light of heaven—from the face of man to the 
viſion and fruition of God. What, therefore, 
« ſhould we render unto the Lord, for tis with 

« afl his other benefits towards as? We were 
like thoſe learned Pagans, and like millions of 
mankind at this day, 4 ſometimes darkneſs, but 
* now are we light in the Lord ;” let us, there- 
fore, © walk as children of light—in all good- 
cc neſs, and righteouſneſs and truth, Proving 
= whar | ts acceptable to * Lord.“ 


II. Not only hath God in his dender mercies 8bleſt 
us with a revelation whoſe privileges excel, and 
whoſe lights infinitely outſhine rhe dubious, in- 
fatuating glimmerings of the Pagan philoſophy ; 

but which is alſo a thouſand times more com- 
ſeortable and rational than the ſuperſtition of Ma- 
5 homet, or even, _ religion of Moſes. - 
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( 16 ) 
As for the ſuperſtition of Mahomet, it is no- 
thing but à quack compound of every thing 
that is blaſphemous and abſurd, ridiculous and 
execrable, in the Pagan, the Popiſh, and Jewiſh 
creeds The many palpable lies, and contempti- 
ble, impious, ſilly ceremonies, the number of 
falſe traditions, and old wives fables, which fill 
his Alcoran, excite, equally, our en 
and Pity. 


"In every age Re nation, great names, OY 
ble pretences, and external appearances, have 
a powerful effect upon all the ignorant, and 
weak, and verſatile part of mankind. They 
could not, therefore, but operate ſucceſsfully on 
men of ſuch a caſt of mind, as thoſe Pagans 
were, who lived in the ſame place and period 
with this impoſtor the darkeſt and moſt ſuper- 
ſtitious which our world ever ſaw. But even 
then, there was not a Pagan of any ſobriety, or 
any moral taſte, who was not ſhocked. at the 
tenets of Mahomet. He early marked this, and 
painfully felt it; but determined at all events, 


to carry his point, he ged. his ee and 
had recourſe to the ſword. 


The mob was at os devotion, . 2 Bi ache 
impoſtor knew well how to rouze them to enthu- 
ſiaſm. By a proſtitution of language and con- 
ſcience, peculiar to all ambitious ſpirits, he gave 
his ſedition a popular name. The cauſe of 
God,“ © toleration,” © liberty” the cant 
to 


1 
to this day, of all malecontents and reputed 
patriots. He, then, called together this aſſo- 
ciation of banditti, and, having wrought them 
up to a religious madneſs—a fury of temper fit 
for any. crime, he put himſelf ar their head, and 
forth they ſallied upon the World—like the an- 
gel of deſtruction, with his baneful Genii, burn- 
ing without diſtinction, and maſſacreing, with- 


out mercy, all who refuſed his dockeinen till, 1 


laſt they eſtabliſhed by bloodſhed and arms, a ſu- 
perſtition, which they found it impoſſible co pro- 
pagate, or ſupport, by reaſon or common ſenſe. 


What a contraſt is this, my brethren, to the ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity and the firſt appearance of 
Jefus among men! When the angels of Heaven 
ſhone in their robes of glory over Bethlehem, 
and proclaimed in an anthem of gratitude to 
God, © Peace on Earth! and Goodwill towards 
4 Men!“ But, what a contraſt, indeed, in all 
things, is the monſter we have mentioned with 
his hereſies and contradictions, his pollutions— 
his fooleries and murders to © The Lamb of 
© God! the Prince of Peace—the mild and divine 
« Author of our Faith!” to the truth, the reaſon. 
and conſiſtency to the ſublime morality—trhe 


endearing promiſes and the glorious proſpects 
of Chriſtianity ? 


.. The goſpel of Jeſus is /ike himſelf perfect, con- 
verting the ſoul © by a ſweet conftraint—” his 

teſtimony i is fure, making wiſe the ſimple —his 
| D doctrines 
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d heart” his precepts * are pure ennobling 
our nature the worſhip Be enjoins us is rational, 
void of all ſuperſtition—and the whole law of 


\ our religion is the law of beauty—harmony and 
| love! 


What, EE mall we render to 1 Lord, 
for this, with all his other benefits and mercies 
towards us— that we live in an age and country 
where Chriſtianity i is eſtabliſhed, and that we were 
not born and brought up Pagans nor Mahome- 
tans—poor deluded men! who have nothing to 
ſhew them their way to their Supreme good and 
- 2 happy eternity, but the dim and deceiving ta- 
per of ſuperſtition let us offer unto him the ſa- 
crifice of thankſgiving, and call upon the name 
of our gracious Lord. —But this is not all Gods 
diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to us, my brethren—for 
not only hath our God, the father of mercies,— 
revealed himſelf to us, in another way and man- 
ner, than he hath done to thoſe unhappy king- 
doms of Idolatry and deluſion, but, 3dly He hath 

alſo bleſt us with a more perſpicuous—a more 
comprehenſive, gracious and perfect revelation of 
his will, than any he hath ever granted to. the 
Jews, although, once his porn people. 


The religion of the Jews, or the law by 
Moſes, was in its beſt days, no more than a par- 
tial, imperfect, temporary diſpenſation—a diſ- 
penſation originally intended, and wiſely A 2 
1 


* 


doctrines are evidently divine, © rejoicing our by 


6 
by the Almighty, to the peculiar genius and ſpi- 
rit— ſituation time and other circumſtances of 
the Jews—2 difpenfation fays St. Paul, © conſiſt- 
„ ing in meats and drinks and divers waſhings 
e and carnal ordinances” impoſed, faith the 
Lord, on that © ſtiff necked people” for the 
* hardneſs of their hearts'—and, on account of : 
their vicinity and propenſity to the idolatries of 
the Heathen to preſerve them from the enor- 
* mous gollt of idol worſhip, and keep up in their 
minds a conſtant and ſerious fenſe of the great 
and only true God. It was alſo meant to typify, 
every day before them, a more pure —ſpiritual, 
and perfect diſpenſation the time of refor- 
c mation” when © a better covenant” eftabliſhed 
upon better premiſes ſhout be introduced by 
the Meſſiah; who was at his coming, ſaid Da- 
niel. © to cauſe the oblation and the ſacrifice to 
ceaſe.“ They were to ceaſe, becaufe the law 
being only „ a ſhadow of the good things to 
* come” an image of thofe things of which 
Chriſt was to exhibit the body, truth and ſub- 
W che reaſon of them would ceaſe. | 


I might here give you, did time permit, a very 
particular and comparative view of the Moſaic 
and Chriſtian diſpenſations, in order to ſhew you 
the pre- eminent excellency of the latter, which 
we enjoy from Chriſt Jeſus, above the former, 
which the Jews received, by Moſes. As a pro- 

phet he infinitely exceeded the dignity and me 
rits of Moſes; as a prieſt, the * and 

. „„ ancuy 


6 2 ) 
fanclity ot Aaron; and as a king and prieſt, he 
infinitely exceeded Melchiſedec both in point of 
purity and of power. But, for an ample and 
convincing account of this, allow me to recom- 
mend for your reading, the firſt ten chapters, and 


from the eighteenth verſo of the twelfth chapter, 


of St. Paul's epiſtle to the Hebrews—where the 
Apoſtle, with his uſual eloquence. and abilities, 
gives you a perfect idea of the Jewiſh. diſpenſa- 
tion, and unanſwerably proves the tranſcendent 
be , which is due to 55 religion of Jeſus. 

After) you have 3 read, and ee 
on this, open his other epiſfles, and particularly 
that elegant and ſublime one which he addreſſes 
to the Romans, an epiſtle ſo remarkably, com- 
prehenſiye, and inſtructing, that it is juſtly called 
The Chriſtian's confeſffon of Faith” a ec The 
” key of the New Teſtament.” 5 


In the firſt eleven chapters of this epiſtle, you 
will find a moſt maſterly and ingenious diſcuſſion 
of this ſubject, which terminates as in that to the 
Hebrews, exceedingly in favor of Chriſtianity. 
And, ſurely, it ought to do ſo. For as much as 
a.Jubſtance is better than a ſhadow—as much as 
yonder ſun, outſhines the morning ftar—as much 
as the mighty God excels. angels—ſo much do 


the lights, the privileges, the honors and the 
bleſſings. of the Chriſtian, excel; thoſe of the 


the Moſaic, diſpenſation—even 1 in its be days: 1 
And 


. 


þ 


ID; 


Andi if in its 2% days, our Religion, ſo ene 
tremely ſurpaſſes that of the Jews how infinitely 


muſt it be preferred to the ſuperſtition of their 


preſent Synagogue ? for now they have ſubjoined 
to the law, as originally given to Moſes, their 
Targum and Miſna—their Talmud and Oral 
La. Theſe they itnplicitly believe in, and 
eſteem it as if equally canonical with Moſes and 
the prophets—though they know the latter to 


have been ſpoken by the inſpiration of God' s holy 


ſpirit—and cannot deny that the former are no- 
ching but the compoſitions of their moſt dege- 
nerate Sanhedrims and Rabbies - compoſitions, 
replete with hereſies, and falſe Went 
blaſphemies all ludicrous as 

This verifies t. Paul 1 obſervatipn, 60 That 
becauſe of their unbelief in Jeſus, ce blindneſs. 
4e 18 inflicted, by God on Iſrael, and muſt con- 
0 tinue, until the fulneſs of the Gentiles. .come 
c in; and then (we rejoice in the thought 1)” 
* all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved?” and, here my bre- 


2 ret: 


_ thren, let pity ſhed a tear over the humiliating 


degradation, and judicial obſtinacy of theſe. in- 
fatuated ſcattered tribes! let devotion lift up her 
eye to the God of Jeſus and of Jacob, and im- 
plore of his infinite mercy, to ſhorten the melan- 
choly night of their infidelity to wake them by 


the trumpet of his goſpel, from their preſent le- 
thargy of foul—and © remoying the vail” from 


before 


. 
"= 


& and win call upon the name of the Lord”! and, 


ven, of another very diſtinguiſhing and memor- 


| Proteſtant « country, and made members of a Pro- 


C } 
before their eyes, give them to ſee, ſavingly, 
& the truth as it is in Chriſt crack the true and 
babe Meſſian! aN 


Mean time © 8 wall woe render unto the 
ct * Lord for his revealing this divine truth” to us, 
wich * all his” other © benefits towards us ? 
we will offer 1 unto our God (that God who hath, 
ee by Chriſt Jeſus juſtified us from all that guilt 
6 from which we never could have been juſtified 
4 by the law of nature nor of Moſes ) we will. 


4 offer this day the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, 


To give an additional fervor to our gratitude 
« for all God's benefits towards us“ —we will, 


in the next place think, with adoration to Hea- 


able mercy, which a good God hach graciouſly 
votichſafed us and this is that by his kind pro- 


vidence, it has been our happy lot to be deſcendedof 
Proteſtant parents to have been educated in a 


teſtant church, a church which is, and hath always 
been; the'bulwark of the reformation, and which 
le once, the guardian and glory of Chriſtianity. 


L431 8 
Had ue been unfortunate enough to have been 
Papiſts, inſtead of Proteſtants, and that we were 
not ſo, is imtirely owing to the diſcriminating 
grace of the Almighty, inſpiring the noble ſpi- 
rits of our Fathers; how ſhocking to our rea- 
| 3 | fon ! 
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ſon! how painful to our humanity ! what agony 
to our conſciences! and, how fatal to our ſouls, 
muſt it have been? For every papiſt, like the 
images which he worſhips, has eyes, but muſt not 
ſee, he has ears, but he muſt not hear—he has a 
heart, but he muſt not underſtand—he has all his 
ſenſes of body and faculties of mind—but he 
muſt not—he dare not at the peril of his life 


and ſalvation make uſe of them but according 


to the directions of Holy Church, or the Pope, 


and his prieſts.— If they call virtue vice, and 


blaſphemy piety; the poor laity muſt implicitly 
believe them to be ſo—for they muſt believe the 
church and the pope to be infallible—and there- 
fore incapable of error—thus every Papiſt muſt. 
bean anti-chriſt—for they are obliged, by their re- 
lizion, to think and act diametrically oppoſite to 


the doctrinal and preceptive part of the "IND 


of Chriſt. 


St. John pronounces a moſt awful eurſe from 
God, upon all thoſe who preſume to add one 
word to,” or take one word from his prophecy i in 
particular, or the ſcriptures in general, and &on- 
ſequently upon all thoſe who pervert and miſin- 
terpret or totally cancel or contradict any part 
of them. But the church of Rome owns and 
avows that ſhe does all this Take a few inſtances 


of this, for it is only a few that your time allows 
me to offer you. 


e. Thar 
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| . That God only i is tõ be worſhipped;” — She 
denies eis Wr and idols. W 


70 6 That the ſacrifice of Chriſt firs the 8 
== tion and ſalvation of mankind was all-ſufficient 
and perfect.“ They deny witneſs their doc- 


tiine of the maſs their prayers unto ſaints; and 


their purgatory— which they ſtole from the Jews, 
and they from the reveries of Plato. Thus they 
make the paſſion of Chriſt of none effect, or if 
of any, to clear us only of original ſin. They 
| cell us, that © although Chriſt. did ſuffer for all 
men in general, yet every man muſt ſuffer for 
« himſelf in particular.“ And again “ the 
c works of one man may ſatisfy the Juſtice of 
«©. God for another by his extra: merits— That 
ee Chriſt only, is the judge of the quick and the 
© dead” they deny and inſiſt upon it, that the 
Pope is likewiſe ſo. 


They teach the doctrines of free-will, and of 
. Juſtification by works—that many works done be- 
fore juſtification are not ſinful.— That works of 
ſupererogation deliver from the wrath of God as 
well as Chriſt. That the Virgin Mary and St. 
Francis were as ſinleſs and immaculate as our Sa- 
viour was. — That infants who die before baptiſm 
are condemned of God—That the church hath 
Power to change the ſacraments inſtituted by 
Chriſt; and, thac the authority of the church is 
greater than that of the Holy Scriptures—That 


the laith have no right to expound, nay, nor to 
? re 
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read the 82 tures, except now. and then their” 
falſe tranſlations of them—bur, as much as they, 


7 
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pleaſe, their (igolatrous) feſtivals, roſaries, ler 
gends, horaries and pfalreries—that the ſcriptures 
are **: a leaden rule —“ a noſe of wax,” and 
may. be expounded in any manner and to any 


purpoſe, Which the Pope and his church may 


find proper. This accounts lor their doctrines 
of every kind, and among others, for that one of 
tranſubſtantiation, i in the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper, which is a contradiction to our . as. 
well as our reaſon. - if ore” pri reli x 


Fans“ 

Theſe eli doctrines, my brethren, are a 
part, and but a very ſmall part of the faith of a 
real Papilt—and' of the antichriſtian church. of. 
Roine—T may ſpeak more of them, at another 
time. Let me only add at preſent, that Popery 
Is nothing better than a jumble of hereſies. and- 
blaſphemies—abſurgiries and impoſitions—chi- 
meras and nonſenſeculled, by apoſtacy and 
ſatan, from the groves of Paganiſm from the 
Weed pez and legends of the Jews and, from 
a few of the myſtical, figurative, or ambiguous 


par ragraphs of the canonical ſcriptures. —To' al- 
moſt every one article of our. faith, and there- 


fore, to almoſt every one commandment of God in 
the Old Teſtament, or precept of Jeſus and his 
apoſtles in the New Teſtament, there are canons 
and decrees in this church of Anti- chriſt, ſtand- 
ing in direct oppoſition, unrepealed, even at this 

day. ls Sis God's choſen |. only ! Catholic! holy 


E. 1 church! 
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church? Heaven forbid |! il darkneſs. becomes 
light—cill error becomes truth—till guilt be- 
comes innocence, till the ſynagogue” of ſatan, 
my brethren, becomes the temple of the great 
God, yea, till hell becomes heaven! this mo- 
ther of abominations, and bloody perſecutor of 
the © martyrs of Jeſus,” will never have a right 
to be numbered among even the meaneſt of the 
ütetder ve Chriſt. U 8 
What, re Oe ſhall we render to 732 Pony: 
for delivering our country—our fathers, and us 
their progeny, from the yoke of this ſpiritual ty- 
ranny, from the, horrors of this dreadful ſuper- 
Micion we will offer to day, and white we have 


2 


cſelves froth. the! Ates Fern of corruption, into 
e the glorious LIBERTY of the children of 
cc; DET me CENTS 147 

Oh LIBERTY! * What AP Bricda' exiſts WhO 
does not feel muſic in thy name, and aſſociates 
the idea of ſelicity with” its pleaſing ſound !—. 
and this, not only when it is mentioned in its, 
religious, but when 1 it is 5 underſtood in its civil, 
ſenfe 3 + SE $0 A 
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But Tong Rack hach been the very diſtinguiſhed 


* 05 our God to vs—thar, in order to 
M F perfect 


ty »S © * * a 
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perfect o our ſocial and civil, as well as our moral 
and religious happineſs—he hath, with his pure 
and primitive goſpel, © which is the law of per- 
ce fect, ſpiritual liberty,” bleſt us with a ſyſtem 
of civil government —a ſtate, as well as a church 
conſtitution, which no age, nor nation hath. ever. 
equalled—aqd, which is, © the law of a perfect 
civil liberty. a conſtitution, ſo delicately 
« poiſed between our ſovereign and us, who are 
8 It happy and highly-favoured ſubje&ts—that, 

* yoidable Aictndants of liberty, the royal power, 
e like an anchor which reſiſts, both by its weight 
« and the depth of its hold, inſures a falutary 
e ſteadineſs to the great veſſel of the ſtate.” 
The ſupreme executive power poſſeſſes no dan- 
gerous prerogative nothing that can affect the 
conſtitution of the empire, nor abridge, nor de- 
ſtroy any of our rights or liberties any thing 


that can hurt our lives, perſons, Bong or pro- 
perry. of Ks . 


* 


Bub, in France and Spain, how different che 
ſcene! There, their kings are tyrants, and their 
ſubjects poor oppreſſed ſlaves there, a libel on 
government is puniſhed as high treaſon an aſ- 
ſociation of factious men, are treated as rebels--4 5 
free, politic al converſation proves for the moſt part 
fatal to the ſpeakers. And a poor peaſant, cruſned 
out of his property, by a powerful oppreſſor, 
finds no relief from law. No rich, independent 
Yeomanry there !—no trials by their peers or a 

E 2 . jury 
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jury there! In one word, they are as miſerable 


as a wretched conſtitution 1n church and ſtate can 
make them—while, as free Britons, and as pro- 
teſtants, we are, or may be, as happy as an ex- 


cellent— a matchleſs conſtitution in church and 


ſtate can make «s. What, therefore, ſhall we 
render unto the Lord for this, among his other! in- 
eſtimable mercies towards vs ? How warmly. 
ought we to adore him for ſuch a diſtinguiſhed 
and admirable conſtitution ? ? How heartily ought 
we to praiſe him, that we are the happy ſubjects 
of ſo good a king—a king-who makes this our 
glorious conſtitution and law the rule of his con- 
duct, the felicity of his people, the ſtudy of his 


life, and their freedom and prixileges * glory 
of his reign? 


But, from thoſe public and more general teſ- 
timonies of God's diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to us, 
as we are Chriſtians, as we are Proteſtants, and 
as we are free Britons, I would beg leave to pro- 
ceed to his more particular and private mercies 
to the commanders, the inferior officers, and the 
thip': J e e now before me. 


2 hal at preſent, paſs over this innumerable 
mercies which we have long enjoyed from God, 
in common with our fellow-ſubje&ts—and all the 
ſignal bleſſings with which any of us may have 
been favoured with reſpect to our birth---or 
rank--<our-time-=our talents---our education 


and all iheir conconiirant it advantages, = 


pe 0 ent ey vie.) —— I will 
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I will but juſt remind you of the compaſſion 
and mercy of God manifeſted to you, in raiſing 
you up, when you have been laid low upon © the 
« bed of ſickneſs,” in delivering you very often 
from dangers and diſtreſſes both by land and 
ſea---at home and abroad -in ſociety and ſoli- 
tude by night and by day and, particularly, 
in preſerving you alive, perhaps without a wound, 

in the hours of battle---while thouſands have 
fallen at your ſide, and ten thouſands at your 
right hand. The mere mention of theſe mer- 
cies, will, J hope, awake in your ſouls that gra- 
titude, which they once excited, or ought to have 


excited, and which will be always due for them. 
But, | 


My ee had the honor of ocrahing: 
to you laſt Lord's day, it hath pleaſed Almighty. 
God toalarm us with the moſt awful diſpenſation 
of his providence, that any of us have ever 


ſeen, a few days ago, 

The Moſt High-. with cleuds 420 W 
Around him thrown, tempeſc o'er tempeſt roll d 
Majeſtic darkneſs! on the whirlwind's wing, 


Riding ſublime, ---<< ſhook terribly the earth. ws 


« And all faces,” er en the bright and Beautiful 7 
face of nature herſelf, © e n by 


land and by ſea | ! 


By land, what mocking ſcenes of 9 


have ſome of us ſeen fince that time! And what 
ORE terrible 
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; terrible horrors have we all heard of from the in- 


land part of the iſland! there we may behold, as 
we have beheld here, the houſes of every kind 
levelled with the duſt! there, as here, we may ſee 
the old, and the young, the invalid and the man 
of health, promiſcuouſly ſmothered in their ruins! 


while their ſurviving relations and countrymen 


ſtand penſive, in unutterable woe, around the 


deſolated habitations - now become the tombs of 


perhaps, the beloved partners of their lives, or 


the ſweet pledges of their conjugal loves. —or the 


dear ſriends of their youth or the darling wo- 


man of their heart! Many, and even ſome of 
them who are ſtrangers in a ſtrange land- have 


loſt their all! and are, at this moment, without 
cloathing---withour money---without friends--- 


in bad health---and, I may add, 84 ſo much 
_ moſt common food ! C 


For th irrefitible as ads tore up 8 | 
trees of the foreſt with their roots, hath radically 


deſtroyed thoſe ans Sagte _ the earth which are 
the ſtaff of life. Tait] no 


Tragic and Ae as ahi hurricane and earth- 
quake proved at land, all muſt allow that it was 
no lefs ſo at ſea: hen rightenöd⸗ at the thun- 
ders of the Moſt High as he came down in judg- 


ment with the angels of his vengeance we ſaw 
the ſun the moon and tlie ſtars diſappear- 


and the very heavens ſeemed to fly away with a 
great noiſe When -the waters of the great deep 


ce overwhelmed 


K. upon us, an A and TE Let well nigh! 


to! 6 
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we 
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00 overwhelmed , our. fouls” '---When--the waves 
were raging around, us for entrance---When the 
windows of the firmament. were opened above us-- 
When--the pillars of the world were trembling 
below us---When the thunders and whirlwinds 
roared tremendouſly , on every fide of us 
When the lightning and meteors, day and night, 
blazed, unceaſingly about us---When the veſſels 
were daſhing to pieces before and behind us 
1 When this noble, battle - wounded ſhip was ſtrik · 
« ing upon that rock }---and. the angel of death, 
« as he paſſed by, looked: i in upon us l. and we 
ſaw all theſe dreary ſhores covered with wrecks--- 
What anguiſh filled our ſouls ! and, with what a 
torture of pain did the terrible proſpects in our 
| eye, and the ideas of our brethrens ſituation: at 
ſea, harrow, up every feeling mind among us! The 
thoughts of being cut off at once, pa" for ever 1 
in a foreign land—by an unavoidable and unna- 
tural death from our country from our pa- 
rents - from our wives from our children 
from glory and the conqueſt of Britain's foes—: 
and from every thing that can make life deſireable 
added, inexpreſſibly, to the other agonies of 
our ſouls---and “ made each horror look more 
* horrible ! but, my brethren, true is that fay- 
ing, man's extremity is God's opportunity. 
At this momentous and memorable criſis, our 
God heard the groans of our diſtreſs! and he 
graciouſly ſaved, and delivered us- and hath 


brought all of us in nh and in e unto 
this 91 | 


On 


£43. 


On. 1215 his holy day, have we aldiofote 1 met 


together, to waĩt upon and worſhip. to magnify 
and blefs, with the united ardors of our hearts, 
the great God of our Talvation---the divine and 
almighty author of our Hiraculous' deliverance. 


 Miraculons ! it certainly was for, aſter every 


effort had been exerted-- every mean had been 
uſed, for our preſervation,” which navat{Kill, and 
_ paval ſpirit could” poſſibly exert---but all was in 
vain---and we had no hope=-nature's great King 


commanded: >the winds and the waves 80 40 be 


* kein, und they were ſtill ? e Bog > 
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"= A0 here allow e ke date lud with att of 


you, officers ſupreme and fubordinate, and with 


every ſingle individual of the ſhip's company, 


upon the ſtrength with which God ſtrengthened 
your fa wa during eee be ate this trying 


ſeene. Bas $197 a An denen 
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| From the are ebmtftider there 1s bog 

ſo great in conduct or in courage which we had 
not reaſon to expect, from his many paſt diſplays 
of both. nor have our e e been | 


* 


* 


Very PONG NN TRE are nice t. to "—_ aRivity | 


zeal, and ſpirit of the captain---and 8 
officer deſerves the encomiums of gee 


F 8 f ob 
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And you, my brave a ated aides cher | 


mand, merit every compliment which we can 
beſtow 
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(80 
beſtow on an indefatigable attention, a chearful 
performance of your duty -- a cool intrepidity— 


and a chriſtian reſignation to heaven, when every 
moment ſeemed big WR Wer final fate. 


"fo my ſacred line, I could only pour out my 
ſoul for all of you, in ejaculatory prayer before 
that God whoſe © mercy rejoiceth againſt judge- a 
e ment” and who fits exalted to Gre to „ 
tence, Pesden! and falvarion. 


Blended with the dying ardors of your repent- 
ance and devotions, they penetrated the heavens, 
and were immediately preſented and pleaded 
upon by our divine advocate---they were gra- 


ciouſly heard, and have been R the N - mer- 
_ anſwered. "ras 

es m brethren; what hall we tegen unta 
hes Lord for this wonderful ſalvation of us, and 
for all his other ſignal mercies and deliverances of 
every Kind, of which J have reminded you! ſhall 

we continue any longer in fin when ſuch grace 
does abound ? Shall we go, when the 'ardor of 
our gratitude abates, and, thoughtleſs of this 
very ſtriking and uncommon interpoſal of pro- 
videnee in our favor, return, the ſwearer to his 
blaſphemies---the drunkatd to his bottle---the 
man of criminal gallantry to his intrigues---or, 
Mall any ſinner, of any other paſſion among us, 
return again to the commiſſion of his former 
nees---after being thus ſnatched by the arm of 
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Omnipotence from the jaws of 1 it; 
may be from the bottomleſs abyſs of .deſtruc- 
tion! God forbid! firs !, that we ſhould be ſo 


ungrateful to our greateſt and beſt benefaQtor--- 
This would be a baſe return for all his loving 


kindneſs and tender mercies to wmr and. it 


would argue that we were loſt to all ſenſe of our 
own temporal, and eternal intereſt. 


Ia the hours of your 73 and diſtreſs, without 
a doubt, all of you were full of devotional diſpo- 


ſitions---and, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that moſt, 


if not all. of you, reſolved, that if God, then 
ſpared; your lives, you would. give up your 
immoral follies, and act a more rational and 
pious part, through every period of the future time 
for which you prayed. Well, God has, agree- 
able to your wiſhes and vows, ſpared and pro- 
longed your lives- - but pray remember that your 
vows are regiſtered in Heaven-— and that there 
are terrible threatenings in your bibles againſt 
the man who neglects to perform all ſuch vows 
as you have made unto God- God will not be 
mocked---he has been ever ſince, marking all 
your thoughts, words and actions-—-he is, this 
day, marking the frame of your ſouls, while 
you are offering him the thankſgiving: of: your 
heart. He expects that you will immediately 
reduce, your reſolutions: to practice that is--- 
that, as you. were ſaved. by his grace, ye will 
henceforth B uye to ae e ee you will _—_ 


(. | 
new lives---lives of ſobriety, righteouſneſs and 
godlineſs. 


If thus you have reſolved---and will thus re- 
form and amend your hearts---y our converſation 
and moral conduct, then, you may confidently 
depend upon it, that God will in all future trials, 
as he has in this, © be your ſtrength and your 
« hope, and a very preſent help in every time of 
ce trouble.” Then may we ſpeak comfort to our 
ſouls, and, in an humble dependence upon that 
all- powerful being, who, on many extraordinary 
occaſions, as well as this, has been our Saviour 
and our deliverer, take up that noble and heroic. 
reſolution of the royal author of my text, 
“Though an hoſt of foes were led againſt us, yet 
“ will not our hearts be afraid---though wars 
* ſurround us on every ſide, yet will we put our 
e truſt in God We will not fear, though the 
«© Farth be moved---though the hills be carried 
« into the midſt of the ſea---though the waves 
thereof rage and ſwell and the mountains 
% ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame. For the 


Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob 
Ka is our refuge 15 
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